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Mr. Pelletier,
 
Jenna completed her 3 worksheets for MacBeth last night and should be submitting them to you this morning.
 
I told her that I would put her critical analysis draft on a diskette and bring it to her at school but emailing the draft to you seemed less cumbersome. Therefore, attached is Jenna’s draft of her
critical analysis for Anne Rice’s book. If she needs me to put the document on diskette, please let me know and I will certainly do that for her.
 
Please keep me informed as to Jenna’s progress from this point forward.
 
Thank you again for your genuine concern.
 
Gina Turcotte
 
In the absence of Who You Are Not, Who You Are is not... 
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Anne Rice, the author of Servant of the Bones and many other full length novels, is considered an author for adults because her stories tend to be quite intricate and at times difficult to understand by the younger readers. This in no way means that Rice is a bad author it just means that anyone wanting to read her novels must be a very comprehensive reader to get the full benefit of the story. Servant of the Bones is not an exception. In this book the main character, Azriel, tells the story of his life to the author named Jonathan. The theme of narrating their life stories to some human author is common to Anne Rice’s protagonists. All of Rice’s novels revolve around background stories of some superhuman creature spurned by the community of his or her birth, learning life’s lessons over a course of hundreds of years; therefore this style of writing is somewhat of a crutch for her. Anne Rice’s novels all have a significant pattern.

A common trait in many Anne Rice novels is that the main character was cast aside by either his own city/country or his family. Servant of the Bones is about a powerful spirit who used to be a man. He was made into a spirit, a servant of the bones, by a priest of the god Marduk and a witch of his own religion. He was scorned by his people, the Hebrews, but worshipped by all the other inhabitants of the great city he lived in. That city would be none other than the historical Babylon. In the book Pandora the character Marius was hated by the Roman side of his family because his mother had Celtic blood. Now Azriel, in Servant of the Bones, is hated by his people yet he is worshipped by the people of Babylon as the God Marduk himself. Throughout the whole novel there is a constant reminder of how Azriel was made into the servant of the bones.

Another notable theme in Servant of the Bones as well as all other Anne Rice novels is that Azriel, the protagonist, was made so incredibly powerful that almost nothing and no one could stand in his way should he choose to do evil; but also that the core of the person has good intentions. 
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